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BYLISA RIORDAN SEVILLE

SPECIAL TOTHENEWS

LITTLE BOYS in yarmulkes
peer from apartment balconies,
watching the men below toss
bread intoabonfire.

The annual spring ritual
marks the first day of Passover in
the Hasidic Jewish enclave of
South Williamsburg, Brooklyn,
wheredaily life isbuiltonancient
laws and religious devotion. But
the insular community depends
on outside money to survive —
federal subsidies to help many
low-income Hasidic families
covertherent.

New York City’s 123,000
vouchers make this the largest
Section8voucherprograminthe
country. Reluctant landlords and
rising rents are making vouchers
nearly impossible to use in many
areas of the city. Tenants, espe-
cially larger families, are often
relegated to the edges of Brook-
lyn and the Bronx. That’s why
this cluster of Hasidic house-
holdsstandsout.

The neighborhood is home to
oneofthehighestconcentrations
of Section 8 housing vouchers in
the city, according to federal data
analyzed by WNYC and the
Daily News. In several of its
census tracts, Section 8 ten-
ants compose more than 30%
of residents, a level reached
only in scattered pockets of
theBronx.

The difference: In Brook-
lyn, the Section 8 tenants live
smack in the middle of one of
the city’s hottest real estate
market.

The juxtaposition hap-
pened over years, not over-
night.Leaders leveraged long-
standing political connec-
tions to win favorable zoning
changes. Local developers
bought and built to meet the
need. Residents organized to
get in line for rental subsidies.
Blockbyblock, thecommuni-
ty created a de facto free mar-
ket,affordablehousingplan.

It’s only possible in a tight-
knit community where the
haves help the have-nots, said
Rabbi David Niederman. “We
have people keeping the price
lower,” said Niederman, exec-
utive director of United Jewish
Organizations of Williams-
burg. “Even a person living on
Section 8 can pay the monthly
rentals.”

Skeptics suggest an off-the-
books economy has under-
pinned development within
this community. Many residents
bank informally and property is
regularly swapped between fami-
ly members and holding compa-
nies. “There’s a cash economy
and things are not done strictly
according to law,” said Marty
Needleman,executivedirectorof
Brooklyn Legal Services and a
community advocate who has
clashed with the Hasidim for
yearsoverhousingissues.

All sides agree the community
is clamoring for affordable hous-
ing, a demand fueled by one of
the highest birthrates in the city.
Ultra-Orthodox Jewish couples
typically marry in their late teens
and have many children. A sliver

of the community makes money in
diamonds, real estate and trading.
Butmany men favor religious study
overwork, and most women stay at
home,somoneycanbetight.Those
who work are often relegated to
low-wage jobs due toa lack of secu-
lareducation.

Public assistance supports many
of New York’s poorest communi-
ties, but few are as organized as this
one. Overwhelmed by demand for
vouchers, the city rarely opens up
its waiting list — now 120,000
names long. But in the few times
Section 8 was offered in recent
years, local social service agencies
likeNiederman’sUnited JewishOr-
ganizationsputout thecall.

Take February 2007, when the

New York City Housing Authority
opened the list to nonemergency
applicants for the first time in years.
On the first day of the 90-day win-
dow, United Jewish staff helped
2,000peopleapply,accordingtoan
agency newsletter. NYCHA said it
received more than 200,000 appli-
cations.

It’s unclear how many Hasidic
applicantsactually received vouch-
ers because indi- vidual
tenant in-
formation
is confi-
dential.

WNY
C looked
at the
numberof

vouchers in census tracts where at
least 40% of the people spoke Yid-
dish. While inexact, this analysis
shows Section 8 has been an an-
choras thecommunityhasgrown.

In2000, therewere1,394vouch-
ers in Williamsburg’s nine Yiddish-
speaking tracts. By 2014, there
were 12 such tracts where 3,296
voucherholders lived.

Vouchers are particularly con-

centrated into what some call
“New Williamsburg,” where the
Hasidim have expanded into for-
merly industrial areas and histori-
cally black and Latino Bedford-
Stuyvesant. In the late 1990s, Ha-
sidicdevelopersquietlybegan tope-
tition the city to let them convert
old factories and warehouses —
boughtcheap—intohousing.

Building by building, the Board
of Standards and Appeals, a little
knownquasi-judicialagency, grant-
ed the zoning variances in Will-
iamsburgandBed-Stuy.

An analysis by Brooklyn Legal
Services found the board approved
buildings containing more than
500 apartments between 1995 and
2000, more approvals than any

DECLINE OF SECTION 8

This article was produced by WNYC 

Radio with support from a grant by the 

Urban Reporting Program of the CUNY 

Graduate School of Journalism.

Not too far from famed Williamsburg Bridge, Hasid-

ic Jews in the Brooklyn neighborhood annually mark 

Passover by throwing bread, whose consumption is 

prohibited during the holiday, into a bonire (left).
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Jim always set
to ‘Duq’ it out

BOB
RAISSMAN

W
hen it comes to verbally go-
ing deep, delivering the neg-
ative word, former general 
managers, and other assort-
ed front ofice honchos, don’t 

record high marks.
They come to television or radio with 

degrees from The University of Mealy-
Mouth, well schooled on how  to deliver 
measured remarks to the media. They 
know what to say, when to say it, and 
what effect it will have. In their world 
emotions are best served up behind 
closed doors.

Critiques or criticisms are usually 
self-serving and delivered to produce 
a desired effect and induce a “favor” 
from their favorite off-the-record me-
dia recipient.

And when they leave 
the front ofice to take 
a media gig analyzing 
baseball, they, unlike 
former players, don’t 
come in as stars. Add-
ing to all this (like for-
mer coaches) they want 
to eventually return to the baseball side, 
which is all the reason they need to fol-
low the above blueprint and put the 
brakes on their mouths. That’s where 
the cautious approach comes in handy.

Then there’s Jim Duquette.
Whether the former GM of the Mets 

and Orioles is yakking on SiriusXM’s 
MLB Radio or in SportsNet New York’s 
Mets studio he can be extremely point-
ed — at times even cutting. He contin-
ues providing evidence he’s not looking 
down the road. His focus is on today. 
He’s not dealing in the futures market, 
preaching to some owner.

Duquette, like most of them, can 
deliver information. He’s different be-
cause he brings revealing opinions as 
well. He is neither high-volume nor ver-
bose. Poker faced, there are no warning 
signs until the “victim” of Duquette’s 
analysis looks down and sees the blood 
pouring out.

Terry Collins must have been seeing 
red Sunday after Duquette stuck it to 
him after the Mets’ 4-3 loss in Colora-
do. The lowlight was Juan Lagares be-
ing called out for leaving the base path 
running from second to third on a Lu-
cas Duda roller in the eighth inning. 
The call, made by second base umpire 
Rob Drake, was dubious.

Collins, who was ejected in the third 
inning Saturday night, did not put up 
much of a beef. And in his postgame 
session with boss scribes, the manager 
was more resigned than riled.

“They made the call, it doesn’t mat-
ter. What’s it going to do?” Collins 
asked. “You don’t challenge it, so it’s 
over. Let’s go. Move on.”

Duquette wasn’t about to.
Doug Williams asked what he 

thought of Collins’ remarks. Du-
quette lashed a quizzical look. It was 

camoulage. He knew exactly where he 
was going. He turned up the heat. “(Ter-
ry is acting) a little defeatist right there. 
I didn’t care for the answers, quite hon-
estly,” Duquette said. “I would have 
liked to see him show a little bit more 
fight, and a little bit more argument 
with the umpire.”

Our expectations were the eighth in-
ning would be treated matter-of-factly. 
Then again, this was Duquette deliver-
ing the word. And he wasn’t inished. 
He more than insinuated Collins’ pas-
sivity impacted the Mets’ ninth-inning 
performance.

“You saw a really tame ninth inning. 
They went down irst-pitch swinging 
the irst two at-bats,” he said. “It was 
like ‘we need to get out of here and get 

back home and get 
off this road trip’ but 
they still had another 
half-inning to play. ... 
I would’ve preferred 
Terry be a little more 
ticked off.”

Perhaps anticipat-
ing viewers wondering what would 
have been ultimately accomplished 
by dogging the umpires, Duquette 
clariied.

“At least have a little more extensive 
conversation with them,” Duquette 
said. “... Maybe they have a conference 
to see if anyone saw it differently. He 
could’ve asked the third-base umpire 
(who gave the safe sign) for his opinion. 
... Maybe the outcome is the same but it 
would’ve felt a little bit different if you 
asked them to talk about it.”

It would’ve been easy to drift by the 
eighth inning, and Collins’ reaction 
with the media after the game, easy to 
just chalk it all up to the end of a road 
trip in which they lost four straight and 
were swept for the irst time this sea-
son. After all, there are bigger issues to 
deal with. Like the inconsistent perfor-
mances of Matt Harvey, whether the 
Doubtful Knight’s troubles are in his 
arm or head.

O
r the percolating preamble to 
a debate over whether Collins 
might drop David Wright down 
in the lineup. And the upcom-
ing “big” (aren’t they all?) se-

ries with the Nats could have provided 
a legitimate lengthy discussion point 
giving ample reason to subscribe to 
Collins’ “move on” philosophy.

But Duquette had a point to make. 
One that made us wonder if Collins 
symbolically threw in the towel, more 
focussed on getting his team the hell 
out of Dodge, er, Denver. If that was 
the manager’s mission, Duquette saw 
through it.

If it wasn’t, Duquette, becoming a 
must-watch, still produced a riveting 
few minutes early Sunday evening.

That’s his job.
And caution is now not an option.

Rougned Odor (r.) throws a right hook that con-

nects with Jose Bautista, whose hard slide into 

second sparks brawl that is likely result of Bau-

tista’s extreme bat lip (l.) during playoff series 

between teams last season. AP

G GREAT!

play smells foul
Giavotella had a gash on his leg, though 

he did say Odor apologized, according to 
the Orange County Register.

“He told me he felt like he got me pretty 
good and slid a little late,” Giavotella said. 
“Obviously it was a hard slide. Both teams 
are vying for a lot on the table. I understand 
sliding into the base hard.”

Odor sparked a benches-clearing shout-
ing match on July 18 last season in Houston 
for taking too long to step into the batter’s 
box to begin the top of the ninth inning. 

Astros catcher Hank Conger took issue 
with Odor waiting a long time to step into 

the box as pitcher Josh Fields waited on the 
rubber ready to pitch. Conger turned his 
head toward Odor to say something to him, 
and he and Odor began exchanging words. 
Just as Odor inally stepped into the box, 
Conger stood up and was about to get into 
Odor’s face before Prince Fielder ran out to 
hold Conger back. 

Both benches cleared and managers 
A.J. Hinch and Jeff Banister had to be sepa-
rated amid a heated exchange.

Odor didn’t say much after the game, 
per MLB.com. “I’m trying to help my team 
win and play hard,” he said. 
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otherareain thecity.
In 1999, Legal Services unsuc-

cessfully sued to stop the conver-
sions, arguing the standards board
was subverting zoning rules and vi-
olating anti-discrimination laws.
The suit also claimed the large
apartments were designed for Ha-
sidic families and were advertised

only in Yiddish-language newspa-
pers. “We thought itwas a violation
of the Fair Housing Act to be mar-
keting and ultimately renting to ex-
clusively Hasidic families,” said
Raun Rasmussen, who brought the
case and now heads up Legal Ser-
vicesNYC.

Local leaders also are pushing

developers to build for Hasidim as
wellashipsters.

Whilecity-fundedhousingisstill
in limbo, market-rate housing is
going up. Hasidic developers like
Simon Dushinsky, half of the
RabskyGroup, are in the thick of it.
Dushinsky boasts almost 800 luxu-
ry units slated for the Broadway
Triangle, a stretch on the Williams-
burg, Bed-Stuy and Bushwick
border.Nearby, he’sbuilt the signa-
ture blocky apartment complexes
with protective window cages and
kosherkitchens.

His building at 200 Wallabout
St. is a snapshot of the Hasidic
housing market. Property records
show he’s sold condos there for
wellunder$400asquare foot—half

the going rate in hipster Williams-
burg.

He also rents apartments there
to Section 8 tenants. It’s one of at
least five buildings he controls
through limited-liability corpora-
tions that house voucher tenants,
according to records obtained
under the state Freedom of Infor-
mation Law. Dushinsky did not re-
spond to several requests for an
interview.

Someoutsidersquestion theeco-
nomics of the community. Federal
data show the voucher usually cov-
ers about $1,050 in this neighbor-
hood. Tenants pay an average of
$400 a month in rent. That doesn’t
cover the cost of the apartments
that sell for $300,000 and up, said

Needleman, adding he believes
there are tenants who pay under
the table to make up the differ-
ence.

Otherswhoknowthecommu-
nity say some tenants pay on top
of their voucher because they’re
inanimpossiblebind.

“They get married and they
need a place to live,” said Alex,
19, who left the community last
year but remains in touch with
his father, a contractor. “They’ll
do anything, including paying
extramoneyaboveSection8.”

Some prominent people have
worked the system.Aron Stark is
thebrother ofBrooklyndevelop-
erMenachemStark,whose2014
murder made headlines. Last
year, Aron tried to push rent-sta-
bilized tenants out of a building
he owned in Bushwick. Civil
case documents indicated that
Stark for years claimed he quali-
fied for Section 8 while failing to
declare his ownership stake in
fourBrooklynproperties.

A city employee testified
Stark paid $48 a month in rent
for his Heyward St. apartment in
2007, thesameyearhetookouta
$1.1 million mortgage on two
Hancock St. properties. Stark
gave up his voucher in 2012 and
has not been prosecuted for
fraud.

Samuel Heilman, a Queens
College professor who has stud-
iedthecommunity, saidthemain
reason Section 8 works is people
have rallied together. “This is not
a story of malfeasance,” he said.
“This is a story of a community
that’s tryingtoexist in thecityata
time when the city has be-
come, and particularly the bor-
ough inwhich they live, extreme-
lyexpensive.”

As South Williamsburg feels
the pressure of rising rents, Hasi-
dimarebeginning to look forbet-
ter options outside the city, and
they take their vouchers, which
are portable, with them.
NYCHA records show at least
500 Section 8 tenants have
moved to zip codes in Monsey
and Spring Valley in Rockland
County and Monroe in Orange
County, where there are large
Hasidiccommunities.

Growth may also depend on
where they can find Section 8. A
Twitter feed called @Sec8he-
imish broadcasts waitlist open-
ings anywhere within three
hours of Brooklyn. On listservs,
locals share tips on when to
apply,andwhere.

Last summer, the Community
Service Center of Greater Will-
iamsburg, another local social
service agency, posted on a Yid-
dish listserv that upstate Monti-
cello was issuing vouchers.
Hours before the office opened,
Hasidic men stood outside
wrappedinprayershawls,daven-
ing as they waited to put their
nameonthe list, sparkingaccusa-
tions from locals that the Hasi-
dim had a special in. But the
Monticello housing authority
said ithadsimply, asalways,post-
edanotice of the Section 8open-
ing in local papers for anyone to
see.

The Hasidic community
showedup.

DECLINE OF SECTION 8 affordabILITY IN HoT WILLIaMSbUrG

The colorful 

neighborhood has 

one of the highest 

concentrations of 

Section 8 housing  

vouchers in the 

city, helping its 

many low-income 

residents.

Part 2 of 3

COMING 
TOMORROW:

EFFECT OF PRIVATE 
INTERESTS ON LOW- 

INCOME HOUSING

SECTION 8

We thought it was a violation ... to 
be marketing and ultimately renting 

to exclusively Hasidic families.
raUN raSMUSSEN, HEad of LEGaL SErVICES NYC

l  Eye whether law ‘strictly’ followed
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W
e’ve always thought that bat lipping, 
like Jose Bautista’s all-timer in the play-
offs against Texas last year, was a great 
thumb in the eye to all the stodgy, “play 
the game the right way” narcs who like 

their baseball with a lot less joy than we do. 
Which is why 

we’re OK with the 
bad blood that 
boiled Sunday be-
tween the Rangers 
and Blue Jays after 
Bautista got hit 
by a pitch and 
t h e n h i s 

hard slide into second sparked a brawl. 
Now, we’re not interested in million-
aire idiots throwing punches, but 
the iery intensity we saw oth-
erwise is good for the game. 

Please, please, please, 
baseball gods: Let these 
two teams meet in the 
playoffs. 

Animosity is inter-
esting. What’s compel-
ling about sports so of-
ten is the human element, 
the emotions that bubble up in 
the midst of athletic grace or brute 
strength. Pretty good display of all that on Sunday.

It probably even dragged a few more young eye-
balls to our national pastime, at least as many as 
those who show up at the ballpark for ridiculous 
stadium giveaways or farcical in-game gimmicks. 
Even the swells in the expensive seats might look 
up from their smartphones or lobster Thermidor if 
there’s that kind of heat on the ield. Maybe that’s 
not such a bad thing for Major League Baseball and 
its desires to reach younger fans. Bet the MMA set 
liked it. 

If you spent any time on the Internet Sunday 
(or this morning), you know that Rougned Odor’s 
right cross, which connected with Bautista’s mug, 
prompted all sorts of chatter. It was even enough 
to smokescreen some of the trolls who love to of-
fer “Game of Thrones” spoilers on Twitter on Sun-
day nights. 

You know the old PR saying — just spell the 
names right. So that’s B-A-U-T-I-S-T-A and O-D-O-R.

Incidents morph into feuds, feuds become rival-
ries and we all remember rivalries, don’t we? Even 
Yankees-Red Sox, as mostly vanilla as that’s be-
come, stirs the blood still. We still talk about Carl-
ton Fisk and Lou Piniella, Alex Rodriguez and Jason 
Varitek. 

Some scold out there is probably whining, 
“What about the children?” Spare me. Brother, if 
you’re guiding your children through the actions of 
pro athletes, then you’ve got bigger issues to cover 
with your kids than Odor’s punch. 

These are the consequences in bat-lip nation. 
You know what? That’s OK. 

ANTHONY
McCARRON

THIS IS FLIPPING 
Base brawl
just what

game needs

BASEBALL’S
BEST FIGHTS

NYDN.com

BY JUSTIN TASCH
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

Rougned Odor isn’t upset about Jose Bau-
tista’s slide into second base, and he certainly 
isn’t upset about slugging the slugger, which 
sparked Sunday’s benches-clearing brawl.

“I can tell when someone is coming hard 
to second base, so I was just trying to protect 
myself,” said Odor on Monday, also adding 
that he had no regrets.

There were two occasions last season 
when Odor slid dirty into second base, near-
ly injuring Joe Panik of the Giants in July and 

Johnny Giavotella of the Angels in October.
Odor’s late, hard slide on July 31 in the 

fourth inning nearly took out Panik’s left leg. 
Madison Bumgarner was livid at the end of 
the inning and the benches cleared.

After the game Bumgarner said the slide 
was dirty, according to the Mercury News. “It 
sure was, yeah,” the pitcher said. “It sure was. 
We didn’t miss it.”

On Oct. 3, Giavotella had his left leg 
stretched out holding onto second base as he 
dropped to the ground to try to ield a throw 
from David Freese. Odor spiked Giavotella’s 
left leg and could have easily broken his leg.

 Odor’s style of 
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